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RESUMEN:

This paper investigates MPs’ questions in Denmark. The paper focuses on the
role of the “partisan context” for their questioning behavior. This refers to
three aspects. First, the status of the party in terms of government versus
opposition. Second, it refers to the issues a party finds important to focus on,
as measured by its party manifesto. Third, it refers to the role of individual
MPs within the party, most importantly the issues to which the MP is
connected, measured by their committee membership. We investigate the
role of the partisan context based on a unique database consisting of more
than 35,000 questions to the minister asked by Danish MPs from 2004 to
2013. The paper highlights two findings. First, that the Danish model of
minority governments with support parties creates a particular structure
which shapes the partisan context and thus question behavior. Second, the
importance of specialization within political parties. Being your parties’
representative in a given committee is thus central to understanding on
which issues an MP asks questions, but especially if the issue is important for

your party.
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