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RESUMEN: 
 

This article explores whether partisan discourse is used to impact the operations of 
House of Commons standing committees, during a minority Parliament. Using a 
discursive institutionalist lens, this paper tests two hypotheses. First, whether 
instances of partisanship are demonstrated by all political parties in standing 
committees during a minority Parliament. Second, whether partisanship in standing 
committees during a minority Parliament negatively impacts the efficiency of 
committees, their work and cross-party relationships on those committees. Analysis 
through a discursive institutionalist lens of quantitative data from two standing 
committees during the 2nd Session of the 43rd Parliament and qualitative data from 
interviews with Members of Parliament from each of the four recognized political 
parties, confirms both hypotheses. These findings suggest that further research 
should be conducted to continue to develop the literature on partisanship in standing 
committees. 
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