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ABSTRACT: 
 

In response to the short-term political cycles that govern law-making, there 
is growing international attention to the obligations owed to future 
generations. Within the diverse approaches there is often a single, 
temporally defined inequality; that is, between now and a depleted future. 
While inequality is imagined between generations, these generations are 
often constructed as homogenous. This elides not just contemporary 
inequalities, but that these injustices are caused by historically rooted 
inequalities that current planetary threats are likely to deepen. In response, 
we centre health inequalities which illustrate the complex temporalities 
and structural causes of inequalities. We argue for a focus on eco-social and 
embodied generations to better understand– and respond to– inequalities 
past, present and future. We apply this focus to the Capabilities Approach 
as an example of the work needed to better articulate what is owed to 
present and future generations to secure justice and inform future-
oriented law-making. 
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